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Prov. xiv. 14. The Backſliding in Heart 
all be filled with his own Way. 


F all the threatnings denounced in 
ſcripture againſt back ſliding, I know 
of none more terrible than this; this, 
which ſhews us, that the Almighty has ways 
and means ſufficient, in his own hand, aw- 
fully to correct, and puniſh the back ſlid- 
ings of his people, conſiſtently with his in- 

diſſoluble relation to them as their Father 
who is in heaven. T Ie many ways in which 
he manifeſteth his paternal diſpleaſure are 
all to be dreaded ; but none ſo much as his 
leaving us to chooſe our own way, till we 
are glutted with our choice. If ſin is vi- 
ſited with a rod, and our tranſgreſſions 
with the ſtripes of the children of men, it 
will undoubtedly bring poignant grief and 
heart · wringing anguiſh upon us; yet ex- 
ceedingly inferior to that moſt awful pu- 
niſhment of heart · back ſlidings denounced 
in the text. n | 
Backſliding in heart, neceſſarily ſuppoſ- 
eth an antecedent rectitude of principle, 
and a cleaving to the Lord, with ſincerity 
and ardour ; therefore is inapplicable to 
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thoſe who had put on only an outward pro- 
feſſion, and for'a time followed the form 
of religion, either with ſome ſiniſter view, 
or from an heated imagination. None can 
be faid to back ſlide in heart, but thoſe 
whoſe hearts have followed after Jeſus; 
but thoſe ſwine and dogs that returned to 
their mire and vomit, never adhered to the 
Lord with their hearts, notwithſtanding 
for a ſeaſon they aſſociated with his people. 
The words can therefore be applied only to 
the ſubj-Ets of faith, who, being bewitched 
with the idols of earth, draw back from 
their fimplicity; by a deceived heart be- 
ing turned aſide from the corn of Paradiſe, 
to feed upon ſordid afhes; forfakin 
| the pure ſtreams of the river of God, 
drink of the pollnted waters of Abana 
2 and Parphar; flee down to Egypt for help 
and refuge, and truſt not in the Lord in 
the day of their trouble. FR 
A man may be a backſlider in heart, 
even when he cannot be charged with 
any open "notorious fin; for it is pol- 
fible that a thouſand things may draw away 
the heart and affections from God, when 
there is nothing in the natural conſtitution 
that violently inelines unto any evil uſually 
- deemed enormous, This backfliding of 
heart, is at leaſt equally dangerous with 
that, where the conſtitutional propenſities to 
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the greateſt evils are ſtrong, and overcome 
the feeble efforts of the mind in reſiſtance ; 
as it is more difficult to faſten conviction 
of heart - backſliding upon the ſober man, 
than upon the notorious offender. Beſides, 
it renders a perſon equally uſeleſs, altho* not 
uite ſo burthenſome to a church; for the 
ſervice of which he has neither hand nor 
inclination; ſo that at beſt. he is but a bar- 
ren fig-tree in the garden of our God, 
What liſtleſſneſs to, what deadneſs in duty, 
what formality, What hypocriſy may be 
diſcovered, where there is in reality no- 
thing chargeable upon the moral conduct? 
And conſequently, how little of the ſpirit 
and power of religion may in ſuch a caſe 
be experience. Ren 
A man may, through the violence 
of temptation, the ſtrength of corrup- 
tion, or unhappy opportunity ſerving 
to the occaſion, be precipitated into the 
moſt. loathſome and notorious evils, with- 
out commencing backſliding in heart. This 
think is apparent from the caſe of Noah, 
who, on a day of feſtivity, dran bimſelf 
drunk, and yet, of his heart- backſliding, 
we have nothing upon record. This was: 
alſo the caſe of righteous Lot; he was en- 
ſnared by the ſubtilty of his daughters, 
and though chargeable with both drunken- 
neſs and inceſt, is not reproved as a back- 
61 A 3 WV ſlider 
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ſlider in heart. And ſurely Peter was no 
back ſlider in heart, even when he denied 
his maſter, as is clear from his profeſſed 
regard to him on all other occaſions, 
Heart-backſliding is leſs rapid in its pro- 
greſs, invades the miſled behever by flow 
degrees, and is long before it arrives at its 
ſtate. | That covetous diſpoſition, which 
drew Demas away from Paul the apoſtle, 
was in all probability rankling in his bo- 
ſom, and as a gangrene eating up the vi- 
tals of religion in his ſoul, long before it 


ſeparated him from the way of truth. No- 


thing can be more natural, than for the per- 
ſon openly to backſſide from God and 
his ways, whoſe heart and affections have 
been ſo long departed into the world. 


Sacred hiſtory. does not, that I know of, 


furniſh any inſtance ſo ſuitable for the illu- 
{tration of the-awfuÞ propoſition recorded 
in the text, as its account of Ephraim. In 
him we may trace the believer in the warmth 
of eſpouſal love; in all the ſtages of heart- 
back fliding, till even ſurfeited with his 
own ways; as well as in the humbled ſtate 


af reſtoration to his God and Saviour. 1 


ſhall therefore illuſtrate the point from the 


general hiſtory of that character, as record- 


ed by the pen of infallibilty... 
I. Ephraim is a fit type of the believer 
in the warmth of his eſpouſal love, for he 
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"was not always a froward and rebellious 
child any more than my reader. He had 
formerly his ſeaſon of love and enjoy ment, 
a ſeaſon of walking and following God in 
his appoiated ways, à ſeaſon of teaching, 
leading; drawing, and ſpecial liberty. Yer 
Ephraim became a backſlider in heart, and 
a rebel in his converſation 
I, faith the Lord, taught Ephraim to go, 
taking him by the arms, As if he had 
ſaid, I ſhewed unto: Ephraim-his ſore,” his 
ſoul diſeaſe; I eauſed him to apprehend his 
danger on account of his ſinfulneſs I ſet 
the emptineſs of all times enjoyments be- 
fore him, and taught him to go from the 
tents of ſin, and paths of error, to Jeſus, 
for pardon, acceptance, and ſalvation, I 
taught him to go in the path of duty, and 
held his arm in the way of obedience: ! 
led him up to my ſanctuary, and cauſed 
him to delight in the place where mine 
honour dwelleth. I was to them as they 
that take off the yokeF. Such was the 
deliverance I wrought for him, and ſo far 
did my: deliverance exceed. his. higheſt ex- 
bare When he ſtood ſhivering in 
is chains at the very brink of deſtruction, 
I ſet an open door of hope in his view, put 
ſongs of deliverance into his mouth, and 
made him glad through my ſalvation. I 
nee ee . - 27 1 
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© drew him with cords of a man, and bands 
of love“, and all my ways were. pleaſant- 
neſs, and my paths telicity to him. How 
anſwerable is this. to the young convert, 
whoſe paths are ſtrawed with ſweeteſt flow- 
ers, and whoſe feet delight to move in 
ſwift obedience, What genial, what hal- 
cyon days, are the days of eſpouſal love? 
Then can we follow the Lord with: delight, 
| even in the wilderneſs, in a land that is not 
mw ſown; for, all his paths drop. fatneſs, and 
| the wilderneſs itſelt is to the ſoul as a fruit- 
we ful field and a land that is bleſſed. How 
= porous is the word ? How delightful are 
16 is ordinances? How deſireable is the 
1 houſe of prayer? Tell the young convert, 
| that even he may yet become a backſlider 
in heart, wilfully diſhonour his God, and 
crucify afreſh his Saviour. He will anſwer. 


- 


O. neyer, never, whilſt m life endures, _ 

Will I forſake my loving Lord I Deſpiſe 

That precious blood which all my evil cures ; 

That deareſt love which wipes my. weeping 

ee 

Draw back they may who never knew his love, 
Oaſt off his ſway who never felt his grace 

My ſoul rejeRs earth's pomp, and dwells a- 


ve I FI». 
My heart delights to gaze on Jeſus? face, Vet, 
ot. xi. 4: h | 


II. We 
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II. We have Ephraim to trace in all the 
ſtages of heart - backſliding. The firſt ſtage 
of which is a divided heart “, which is an 
offence. to the Almighty.. A man cannot at 
once give up communion with God; at 
once return to the embrace of abhorred 
idols. But by degrees he may be brought to 


that, which at firſt would make his very fleſh 


to ſhudder, and his ſoul to ſtand aghaſt. 
Whatever advances a back flider in heart 
may make in departure from God, they 
all begin with a diviſion in the heart 


and affections. One part of his heart muſt 


as yet be held ſacred to the Redeemer, but 
this is thought to juſtify the devoting of the 
other part to idols; by which I mean eve- 
ry thing that tends to draw off the heart 
from Emanuel. Now the unhappy man, 
having his heart in part at the idobs ſhrine, 
of courſe a moiety of his time muſt be 
ſpent in the idol's temple; and thus, if 
grace prevents not, he will go on till he 
become like Ephraim, as a cake not turn- 
ed , neither baked nor unbaked; not pro- 
perly a Chriſtian, nor yet altogether pro- 
phane; not fit, ſtrictly ſpeaking, either 
tor God or the Devil, for the church or 
the world. 7 

2. But here he ſtops not. The divided 
heart dwindles into an empty vine , where 


* Hoſ.x. 2. + Hoſ, vii. 8. 1 Ho, x. 1. 
there 
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there may be verdure and plenty of foliage, 
as with the fig-tree curſed by the bleſſed 
Jeſus, By its appearance, at a diſtance, 
it promiſed fruit, but. upon examination, 
none was to be found on its branches. A 
2 may have made great advances in 
eart· back ſliding, yet keep up a profeſ- 
ſion of religion, and frequent the place 
where prayer is wont to be made; as back- 
 Nlidipg may be ſuppoſed to be drawing to- 
| wards its ſtate or criſis, when it comes to a 
" . neglect of the ſtated opportunities of hear- 
ing the word and prayer. But all the ex- 

if | ternal duties of habe, performed with- 
| out the heart, are only as ſo many leaves 
1 upon a fruitleſs and barren vine. In ſuch 
a caſe there is no advantage to be derived 
from that profeſſor; he will even glory in 
giving a church zo trouble; Nevertheleſs 
he is a troubler in Iſrael, ſeeing he with - 
holds from the community, that which he 
ought to ſupply as a joint of the common 
body. A withered member muſt neceſſa- 
rily be burdenſome to the body which car- 
ries it; and fuch are all, in church rela- 
tion, who ſtudy not uſefulneſs in their pro- 
per ſphere. An empty vine is a nuiſance 
in the vineyard, and therefore it is ſaid, 
cut it down; why cumbereth it the 
* ground?“ It naturally tends to prevent the 
un 
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ſun beams nouriſhing thoſe which grow 
in its neighbourhood. 
383. But let a profeſſor once dwindle 
into an empty vine, and it is much if he 
makes no further advances in heart-back- 
fliding. - Hence we read next of Ephraim, 
that, He hath mixed bimſelf with idols *,” 
or with 1dol-worſhippers; profeſſed world- 
* lings, known to be deſtitute of the fear and 
o- love of God. When a Chriſtian can once 
reliſh, and prefer the company and con- 
verſation the ungodly without remorſe 
and woundings of heart, it is a proof that 
the leproſy has eaten deep into the walls, 
and that he is become ob/tinate in his error. 
The moſt awful conſequences may now be 
apprehended. We ſhall ſcarcely conceive 
worſe than are likely to be the iſſue, ſeeing, 
without a miracle, ſuch a perſon will not 
be reclaimed, without being left to fill 
himſelf with his own ways, and to have 
enough of idols, and idol-worſhippers, like 
5 — I might largely ſhew the evils 
of this conduct, but as I ſtudy brevity, and 
ſhall therefore conſider Ephraim in the : 
4. Stage of heart · backſliding, which is /e/f- 
conceitʒ for if he has any fits of goodneſs now, 
tho? but as the morning cloud which paſſeth 
away, thoſe fits ſhall 'be employed in the 
niceties of meer ſpeculation, inſtead of 
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ſubſtantial religion. For as the power of 
vital religion declines, it is poſſible that 
knowledge of metaphyſical and ſcholaſtic 
divinity may increaſe; and even when the 
foul gets lean and barren, he may ſay, with 
Ephraim“, „yet I am become rich, I 
have gotten me ſubſtance; or, like thoſe 
in the Revelation, who ſaid, we are 
rich, and increaſed with goods, and have 
need of nothing.“ So that from the gin- 
gle of meer ſpeculations, the very back - 


ider in heart may become like a fair heifer, 


vhich loveth to tread out the corn +, and 
judge himſelf moſt fit both to teach and 
govern. For as nearneſs tö God lays the 
"creature low in the very duſt of abaſement, 
and pours a becoming contempt on all 
creature endowments, backſliding, or dif- 
tance from him, naturally tends to diminiſn 
the riches of mercy, veil the glories of 
infinite grace; and in an equal proportion 
magnifies every thing human and ereature- 
Jh. So that in a ſtate of backſliding, the 
eyes are gradually ſhut to our on nothing- 
nels,” and keen to point out every perſonal 
attainment; and we may lay it down as an 
in variable maxim, that a growing opinion 
of our on importance and attainments, is 
an infallible ſign of a backſliding- heart. 


ere een 
Hof. xl. 8. 1 Hol. x. 11. 
But 
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But this is not the full end of the backſli- 
der's way; for now, . 5 


Ic Fifthly, We ſhall find him with Ephraim 
1e making altars to ſin “; perhaps, indeed, 
th but few in number, and that privately too 
1 at firſt; but the beginnings of a fin- 
fe ful courſe is as the letting in of water, 
Ire which may be in drops only, and yet end 
ve in an inundation or overflowing flood. Ha- 
in- ving begun with making only a private al- 
k- tar to one ſin, the backflider in heart will 
er, not ſtop till, if permitted, he hath made 
ind altars to many fins ; and lick up the filthy 
nd vomit, which once was his utter loathing 
the and abhorrence. Wound religion, grieve 


ent, the ſpirit and people of God, and put the 
all Lord that bought him to open ſhame; ha- 


dif- ving his #007 dried +, and, in appearance, 
niſh as if he had never known the power of the 
xs of Redeemer's reſurrection, nor the fellowſhi 


tion of his ſufferings, Yer ſtill the backſlider 


ure- in heart may ſtrive to ſupport his ſinkipg 
the credit, as a profeſſor, and like Ephraim, 
hing- his type, may ſquander his ſubſtance in hxi- 
ſonal bing the good opinion-of his dependants, 


or, as the prophet expreſſeth it, in hiring lo- 
vers T. But in this his ſucceſs. ſhall be 
but ſmall; for it is the divine determina- 
tion, that rebellious Ephraim ſhall be cover- 
ed with ſhame; that his glory ſhall- flee 
Hoſ. viii, 11. + Hoſ. ix. 16. f Hol, viii. . 
138 B away 


have need to be upon your guard againſt 
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away as a bird, and that the backſlider in 
heart ſhall be filled with his own way. 

Sixthly, Ephraim is now like a wild 
aſs's colt in the wilderneſs, ſnuffing up the 
wind, and following the eaſt wind“: and 
as ſoon may the aſs fill his belly with the 
eaſt wind, as Ephraim, or our heart- back - 
flider, ſatisfy himſelf with his idols and va- 
nities; let the prodigal deſire ever ſo ar- 
dently to fill his belly with the huſks which 
ſwine eat, he ſhall find that no man giveth 
unto him; and that, unleſs he himſelf were 
a ſwine, he cannot be ſatisfied. with ſwiniſh 
ſuſtenance. To be thus turned aſide from 
the ſtraight and narrow way; to feed upon 
alhes, or to deſire the huſks which ſwine 
eat whilſt there is bread enough in our 
father's houſe, and to ſpare, whilſt even 
his hired ſervants live in plenty, 1s a caſe 
moſt deplorable, and argues a moſt awful 
ſtate of declenſion. O my reader, when 
your heart but begins to hanker after the 
world, in any of its modes, and to take 
up its reſt in the enjoyments of time, you 


its farther departure from God. For the 
heart once entered into the paths of back · 
ſliding. will never of itſelf ſtop, till it is 
_ - quite filled with its own way, and tired 

Cut with idols of its own formation.“ 


n | 
CO Seventhly, 
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Seventhly, Another aggravation ſtill is 
found to attend heart-backſliding, as in 
the caſe of Ephraim, and that is, dealing 
deceitfully with God. Ephraim com- 
-paſſeth me about with lies, and the houſe of 
Iſrael with deceit.*” And amongſt dull 
and formal profeſſors, eſpecially with back- 
Aiders in heart, there is much more of this 
than at firſt view may be apprehended. All 
worſhip in which the heart is not fully en- 
gaged is but lying worſhip; and all ſuch 
praiſes as proceed not from a ſpirit of grati- 
rude are bur praiſes of deceit. Therefore the 
fame charge may as well be brought againſt 
us, as againſt Ephraim ; when Hoſannah's 
4anguiſh on our tongue, and our devotion 
dies upon our lips; when our worſhip is 
formal and without the heart; which is, 
which muſt be caſe when the heart is, by 
the attraction of any object whatever, with- 
drawn from God our chief, our ſuperlative 
good. On account of all theſe things ic 
is ſaidf, Epbraim bath provoked bim 
(God) moſt bitterly ; therefore ſhall he leave 
his blood upon bim : and his reproach jhal! 
bis Lord return upon him.” From whence 

K 1s clear that God, (ſpeaking after the 
manner of man) may be moſt bitterly pro- 
- voked, and reſolve to puniſh the backſlider 
in heart, even when he cannot give him up 

* Hoſ. xi. 12. f Hoſ. xii. 14. 
8 to 
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to final ruin; even when he owns the filial 
relation ſtill to ſubſiſt. The departure of 
the prodigal from his father's houſe ; the 
1ebellions of froward and ſtubborn E- 
phraim, did not cut off their title to ſon- 
ſhip, did not cauſe the father to diſinherit 
the one or the other. This leads me, 

III. To take a brief ſurvey of the conduct 
of God, in caſe of heart backſliding, as 
it is diſcovered in the account of Ephraim; 
and we find it to be in all reſpects beco- 
ming the divine character; becoming 
God; who can make no allowance for Gr, 
and who, notwithſtanding, loves his People 
with an unalterable regard. 

1. Heart-backſlidings may be long hid 
from the view of man, and may be of 
ſuch a nature, that they cannot become mat- 
ters of church examination; for whilſt 
Ephraim can ſay, In all my labours they 
ſhall find no iniquity in me, that were ſin““; 
he has thoſe at defiance who. reprove in 


the gate, and may account himſelf till to 
be a very reſpectable member of Chriſtian 


lociety, But Ephraim's iniquity, how pri- 
vate ſoever, heart-backfiidings, be they 
ever ſo ſecret, are all naked and open to the 
-believer's God; are all perfectly known to 
him with whom we have to do. 3 1 
eyes ſee the very thoughts, purpoſes, 


* Hoſ. xii. 8. 


in 
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intents of the heart; his eye lids try every 
Action, Which lies hid from his churches, 
and he knows how to bring every ſecret 
work into open light, and to publiſh upon 
the houſe-rop that Which is done under co- 
ver of the ſable gloom of midnight. Fhere- 
fore he declares, that Epbraim 1he heart- 
Backſlider hall receive ſhame®, ſhall be com- 
paſſed abour by the iniquity of his heels, and 
bs be found ont by his many revoltings. As 
# his iniquity1is known unto God, he certainly 
S will make it known unto others; ſo that 
ame ſhall cover the countenance of heart- 
backfliders. It is from this, that I ac- 
count for the ſecret fins of the Lord's own 
people, having frequently been brought 
te light in a manner to us otherwiſe un- 
accountable; and indeed it 1s a privilege 
to backſlidin believers, that the Lord 
does thus ſet their ſecret ſins in the light 
of his countenance, ſeeing it is for their 
recovery, and not for their final ruin. And 
hence too it is, that private backſlidings 
are frequently puniſhed by notorious falls, 
and grievous outbreakings in ſin, to the 
covering of the offender with ſhame and 
confulion, and filling his heart with the 
deepeſt contrition and remorſe, 7 
2. God is not an indifferent ſpecta- 
tor to Ephraim's heart - backſliding, but 
| F Hof. x. viii. | 
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is repreſented as commiſerating his wretch · 
ed caſe, and reaſoning upon what is pro- 
per to be done Hou ſhall I give thee 
up, Ephraim ? Hou ſbail I deliver thee, J, 
rael? How ſhall I make thee as Admab ? 
How ſhall I. ſet thee as Zeboim? As if 
he had ſaid, O Ephraim, thou haſt pro- 
voked me molt bitterly by thy ſins. It 
were juſt in me to give thee up to the 
fpoiler, and to the power of the dragon; 
to make thee ſuch an example of my ven- 

geance againſt fin as I made Admah; and 
ſet thee up to everlaſting infamy as 1 did 
Zeboim, ſeeing thy ſinfulneſs is, in all 
reſpects, equa] to theirs. But how ſhall 
I give thee up, having loved thee freely, 
with an everlaſting love; with a love in- 
dependant on any obedience of thine; ha- 
ving choſen thee for mine own, how ſhall 
I alter my purpofe, and change my coun- 
eil concerning thee. I have given thee the 
promiſe” of life before the world began, 
and how ſhall I give thee up? How ſhall I 
prove "unfaithful, in departing from the 
word 1 have ſpoken, and revoking the pro- 
miſed - bleſſing ? No, Ephraim; backfli- 
ding as thou art, I will not return to deſ- 
troy thee f. I will have re{peQ unto my 
covenant; for I am God, and not man; 1 
| villnor execute the betceniels of my wrath, 


' * Hol. xi. 8. - 4 Hol, alig.. f 
an 
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for my heart is turned within me, my re- 

ntings are kindled together, I will fure- 
65 have mercy, even upon backſliding, 
Ep hraim. Thus God eſtabliſheth his an- 
2 purpoſe of grace and mercy. towards 
Ephraim the backſlider in heart. Let, 
3. He will give no countenance to. 
his iniquity, nor in any ways connive 
at his ſin. Whilſt mercy ſmiles tenderneſs 
and compaſſion towards his perfon, infinite 
holineſs frowns upon his backſliding and- 
rebellion.. Like a tender father, who has 
only the good of his ſon. at heart, his bo- 
ſom glows with ardent. love to the child of 
his loins, whilſt his countenance ſrowns on 
his obſtinacy and rebellion. God, although 
his love to Ephraim's perſon be Where. 
leled, can in no wiſe become an che 
in. his idolatry, _ 

& No, ſaith the Lord , 7 will ga and re- 
turn to my place, till they acknowledge their 
offence, and ſeek my face :- in their affliction 
they will ſeek me earty.” q. d. Ephraim is ſo 
taken up with his idols, + buſy in making 
altars for them, he has no time nor inclina- 
tion to think on the rock from whence he 
was hewn, or to recollect the days of his 
eſpouſal love, when he. could have followed 
me any where, even in the wilderneſs, in a 
land mans is not ſown. Ephraim is now at 
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eaſe, he can live without his God; his 
Heart is ſo bent upon his pleaſures, fo ta- 
ken up with his hired lovers, that I have 
no honour to expect from him in his pre- 

ſent obſtinate and earthly humour I will 
therefore hide myſelf from him, withdraw 
the comforts of my ſpirit, and leave him 
to that darkneſs which is his cholſce; leave 
. kim to experience what vain things idols 
are, in the day of his calamity. Nothing 
but calamity will bring him to his right 
mind; nothing but famine will bring the 
wretched" prodigal to think of returning 
to the houſe of his father. But in the day 
of affliction, when all help fails, and the 
vanity of creature-truſt is detected, they 
will ſeek unto me, even the backſlider in 


heart ſhall then return unto me, and cry, 


My father receive me, for thou waſt the 
guide of my youth” a 
4: Accordingly we find Ephraim's God de- 


 alaritig®, that, ö“ for the iniquity of bis cove- 
touſneſs he was wroth with bim, and ſmote 


bim; be hid. himſelf and was wroth, and he 


Epbraim) went on frowardlyin the way of his 
eart.” This is exactly anſwerable to the 


threatening of his departure already. refer- 
red to, and from which we ſee, that al- 


5 though God hides himſelf from, and is 
wroth wich backlliders in heart, he does 


Haiah Ivii. 17. 


23 
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not 
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I was wroth, and ſmote him, faith the 
Lord; I hewed hum by the prophets, 1 
have ſlain them by the words of my mouth“. 
So that the back ſlider in heart has many a 


wound by the miniſtry of the word; and 
the wandering ipouſe many a blow from 


the watchmen, and keepers of the walls. 


This hewing by the prophets, and ſmiting 
- by the word of the Lord, may ſometimes. 


produce a little gleam of momentary good- 
neſs but alas! it is like Ephraim's, as the 
morning cloud, or the early dew, neither 


of which can live out the ſpace of a day: 


But more commonly theſe wounds inflicted, 


irritate and provoke to anger; for, let 


God hew as much by his prophets, and 
ſmite by the words of his mouth as he may, 


Ephraim will go on frowardly in the way 
of his own heart, and juſtify himſelf in ſo 
doing. Hence, one of the firſt viſible figns 


of heart: back ſliding, is a diſlike to a faithful, 


ſearching, practical miniſtry, and when 


only ſmooth things are deemed. profitable, 
3. The next ſtep which the Almigh- 


ty raketh with the backeſlider in heart 


is awful indeed, enough to make the very 
heart to tremble: God is withdrawn from 
him, hatk ſmote him by his word and pro- 
vidence, and all to no purpoſe, for {till he 


fHoſ. vi. 5. 
goes 


not at once give them up as incurable. For 
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goes on frowardly in the way of his own 
heart; therefore he now ſaith to the watch- 
men, „Ephraim is joined to idols, let 
him alone ®”, hewing will anſwer no fur- 
ther end; his diſcaſe 1s beyond an or- 
dinary remedy. . His heart is enſnared; 
the diſeaſe lies deep within, the vitals are 
corrupted, and the rank venom has infect- 
ed the whole ſoul. Let him alone; teaſc 
him no more; give yourſelves no farther 
concern or trouble about him. Why ſhould 
he be ſtricken any more, he will revolt 
more and more? Hence it is, that during 
the day of Ephraim's rebuke, a ſpirit of 
reproof ſhall naturally, without any art or 
ſtudy of the miniſter, be diſcernible in the 
miniſtry of che word; and when the Lord 
fays, „Loet him alone,” that ſpirit of re- 
proof ſhall ceaſe, and the miniſters ſhall be 
releaſed from certain bands, from which this 
ſpirit of reproof againſt Ephraim proceed- 
ed. For the watchmen of Ephraim are 
with my God+.” The prophet, a ſnare of 
a fowler in all his ways, and hatred in the 
houſe of his God. So that thoſe watch- 
men who are divinely appointed, come forth 
under the influence of juſt ſuch a ſpirit in 
their miniſtry, as it hath pleaſed God for 
the time to anoint them with. Andeven 
backſliders in heart, however far they are 


* Hol. iv. 17. + Hol. ix. 8. 
got 
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got on their way to Egypt, may have com- 


mon ſenſe and candour enough to believe, 
that the miniſter who is laid under neceſſity, 
from bonds upon his own ſpirit, to preach - 
doctrine, which he knows mult needs be of- 
fenſive to many of his hearers, cannot lead a 
life the molt cheartul, nor enjoy a mind 


exempted from care. Some tenderneſs is 


therefore due even to thoſe prophets, by 
whom God is pleaſed to hew, and to ſmite 
his backſliding Ephraims. We are all rea- 
dy to condemn Paſbur for ſmiting Jere- 
miah on the check; but from the ſame 
ſpirit as that ot Paſbur's, proceeds all reſent- 
ment againſt hard ſentences from the pulpit. 

But delicate Ephraim is like a fair hei- 
fer, and cannot bear to be hewed and 
{mitten, Well, let him alone, let him 
gorge and glut himſelf with idols; let the 
backſlider in heart be filled with his own 
way. I ſhall no longer hold him under 
reſtraint, Awful injunction! alarming cir- 
cumſtance i 
6. What is now to be expected 
but Ephraim's final ruin and everlaſting 
overthrow. Still there is mercy with 
Ephraim's God, and although he changeth 
his diſpenſations and mode of operation, 
his heart is- eternally the ſame, his love 
palleth not away. In his love he reſts for- 
ever, and forever delights to ſhew _— 
| 6 O 


— 
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Not w ithſtanding Ephraim ſhall find his God 
adverſe to all his preſent deſigns, For the 
Lord hath taken the backſhder in heart 
out of the hands of prophets and churches, 
who are now to treat him as a tree, whoſe 
branches are withered, and whoſe root is 
dried vp ; he will take the work into his 
own hand; and to trace his ways towards 
him after the ceaſing of miniſterial and 
church reproof, may not be unprofitable 
either to me or my reader, 

Firſt, I will be as a moth to Ephraim, 
and to the houſe of Judah as rottenneſs *, 
q. d. me promiſeth himſelf great in- 
creaſe from his unwearied and covetous 
- purſuit of the world. He expects great 
peace, pleaſure and delight to ariſe from 
accumulated wealth. But I will confound 
his meaſures, and diſſolve his ſchemes in 
air. I will he as'a moth in his ſubſtance, 
fo that he ſhall not proſper.” I will bewilder 
him in his connections, ſo that his very 
idols ſnall become his grief, ſeeing they 
have been his ſnare. To this, if I miſtake 
not, may be attributed many of the great 
loſſes in trade, which ſome are tried with, 
and an inſenſible waſte of ſubſtance with 
which others are viſited. What is this, but 
the Almighty being a moth to them as he 
was to Ephraim But being a moth is not 

Hoſ. v. xii, | 


all 


Ephraim; for ſaith the Lord, | 
2, 1 will be as a lion unto Ephraim, 
and as a young lion to the hquſe of Ju- 


dah. I, even I, will take away, and none 


ſhall reſcue D. If a moth: in his ſub- 


. Nance is not ſufficient to reclaim him, the 
Lord will become a lion in his family, to 


rend and tear away his deareſt delights and 
choiceſt comforts, Whatever is neareſt in 
nature, and likely to: ſtrike the heart with 
the moſt painful ſenſations and wringing 
anguilh, ſhall be torn. away, when God ari- 
ſeth terribly to ſhake his dwelling. Now a 
darling child, for whom was great diligence 
in providing, is torn away, and nothing 
can atone 197 its forfeited life, forfeited by 
its doating parent. A beloved wife is rent 
from the dear embrace of the huſband. 
One idol falls, and is ſhattered to ſhivers 
on this hand, and another on that, till all 
the altars, which Ephraim has been long 
making, are laid into one common heap of 


deſolation. And admitting that ſuch be- 
reaving diſpenſations ſhould not take place, 


God has many ways of becoming as. a lion 
to Ephraim, and rending his creature-com- 
fort to pieces. Have we never ſeen a be- 
loved wife, who has been the means of 
drawing off the huſband's heart from God, 


f ®* Hoſ. V, 14. 
C 


by 
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all that is threatened againſt: backſliding 
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by an overfond attachment to her, ſpared 
on purpoſe to become his moſt weight 

Croſs? Have we never ſeen a child, the 
object of the parents too warm affection 
and ſolicitude; to procure a fortune for 
whom every power was exerted, and reli · 
gion itſelf muſt give way, ſpared, to be the 


undoer of family peace, and the breaker 


of his parents ſpirits. 


The holy God hath promiſed in ſuch a 
caſe, that “he will meet the backſlider as 


a bear bereft of her whelps—That he will 


rend the caul of his heart; that he will de- 
vour them like a lion; that the wild beaſt 
of the foreſt ſhall tear them“. I ſay pro- 

miſed, becauſe the judgments ſpecified are 
denouncedin thegreateſt mercytoungrateful 
backſliders. Were not the caul of the heart 
rent, or in other words, the callous diſpoſition 
removed, how ſhould conviction enter, and 


ho ſhould the heart be broken for fin, or 


the eye be lifted up to a pierced Saviour. 
When their comforts are devoured in provi- 


dence, as a lion deyours his prey, they will be- 


gin to enquire after God, who was the guide 


of their youth: When the wild, beaſt of 


the foreſt ſhall tear them with his accuſa- 

tions and ſnares, they will flee for refuge to 

the hope ſet before them in the goſpel, and 

{eek for ſhelter in the everlaſting covenant. 
Hof. xiti. 8, 

948 _ 3. When- 


3. Whenever the rebuke ſhall come, 


be dumb in the day of Rebuke ?” He ſhall 
have nothing to charge upon the divine 


Epbraim ſaw his fickneſs, and Judab his 


- waſte, who ſhall deliver? Who is king 
Jareb, that he ſhould counteract omnipo- 


But now the Lord having ſtretched forth 
his hand in a ſtripping and expoſing way 


- 


— 
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and God, as a lion, tears the backſlid- 
er's comfort to pieces; Ephraim ſhall 


conduct, He muſt be filent, however 
oppreſſed and broken in judgment ; however 
grievous his wounds and ſote his ſickneſs ; 
convinced that all theſe evils he hath brought 
upon himſelf. Eſtranged from the throne. 
of Grace, be is like a ſilly dove withent 
bears“; he has not an heart to flee to God 
for relief. Therefore it is ſaid T, When 


wound, then went Ephraim to the Aſſyrian, 
and ſent unto king Fareb for help.” Burt 
alas! when the Lord riſeth up to make 


tence ? And how deplorable is the ſtate of 
that foul which is ſhut out, as it were, from 
God in the day of his calamity, by the 
blindneſs and ſtupidity which his back ſlid- 
ing has brought upon him ? 


againſt Ephraim, he will not turn it back 


till it hath accompliſhed his deliverance. - 
We may therefore, 


* Hoſ. vii. 11. + Hol. v. 13. 
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IV. Attend to the humbled ſtate of the 
back ſlider in his reſtoration. Ephraim be- 
ing let alone, and permitted to foltow the 
idols to which he was joined; having his 
- heart- back ſlidings puniſhed by outward fins, 
which have brought ſhame upon him; be- 
ing ſmote and wounded by the word and 
providence; God being become to him as 
a moth in his ſubſtance,” a lion in his every 


way z and proving the {kill of King Jareb 


to be but ignorance, filled with 55 own 
Way, and ſurfeited with idols, he now lothes 
them as much as heretoforehe loved them. 
Mat have I any more to do with ide e 
One would have thought once, to have 
ſeen buſy Ephraim making his altars to fin, 
that he would never have been tired of his 
idols, but now we find him quice fick of 
them; the, backſlider in heart is altogether 
filled with his on way. But how this 
came to paſs is a matter of pertinent en- 
quiry; ſeeing he has not lately been hewed 
by the prophets, nor Ayicten by the word 
- of the Lord. 
The ground of dais NEWS is account- 
ed for Haiab Jvii. 17. For ibe iniquity 
. of bir covetouſneſs was I wroth, and ſmote 


g bim : T bid me and was wroth, and he went 


on frowar dly in the way of bis heart ; I bave 
4 wy Ways and will beal bim. It was not 


# Hol xiv. 8. 
| God's 
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God's being angry with Ephraim, that 
could reclaim him from walking frowardly 
in the way of his own heart; it was not 


hewing him by the prophets, nor ſmiting 


him by the word of his mouth, that could 
make Ephraim fick of his idols. I have. 
ſeen his ways, 1 have left him till he is ſur- 
feited with them; I myſelf will heal him, 


and reſtore comforts to him; for I will 

ſurely have mercy upon Ephraim, as a 

pleaſant child and the ſon of my affection. 
The divine comforter having taken the 


Work into his own hand, we ſoon find 
Ephraim another man, tired of all his 


idols, flinging them away from him. bat 
baue I any more to do with idols? What 
good have I ever reaped from them ? 


What benefit can I obtain by following 


them? Unhappy is he who is left to fill 


himſelf wich his own way. Then it is that 


poor Ephraim ſpeaks tremblingly, under a 
ſenſe of moſt. grievous heart - backſlidings, 
and his awful practical departure from God. 
Ephraim is no longer like a fair heifer that 
loveth to tread out the corn; but is now 


under a very humbling ſenſe of the moſt ag- 


gravated guilt and conſcious rebellion. He 


has done with Aſſyria, Afbur ſball not ſave © 


us; with Egypt, for we will not ride upon 
horſes ; with idols of every name, for. we 


will not ſay any more to the works of our own 


welt C 3 hands, 
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bands, ye are our Gods . Seeing that idols 
have been the ruin of his comforts, and 


the bane of his happineſs, his ſoul now 


lothes them with the moſt perfect abhor- 


rence. What have I to. do with them? I 
who have been taught by God himſelf to 
go; I whom he condeſcended to lead by - 


the arm, and to guard in my tottering in- 


fancy; What have I to do with dots, ſee- 
ing I have the living God to adore ? 

2, It is now that Ephraim bemoans 
himſelf, and with” regret turveys his paſt 
conduct; every altar which he had made 


 aunto fin, lies with an heavy weight up- 
on his conſcience; and every idol {ſtrikes 


him through with horror. Surely I have. 
beard Ephraim bemoaning bimſelf, thou haſt 
chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtiſed, as a bul- 
lock unaccuſtomed to the yoke, turn thou me, 
and I Hall be turned, for thou art the Lord 
my God. Surely after 1 was turned 1 repent - 
ed; and after I was inſtrufted, I ſmote upon 
my thigh : I was aſhamed, even confounded, 
becauſe I did bear the reproach of my youth +. 


Ephraim's glory is now in the duſt, his 


daughters of muſic are brought low, his 
beauty is faded as the ſhaken leaf, and the 
miquity. of his heels compaſſeth him about. 


Hie begins now to come to himſelf, and to 
. fee that the hand of God is upon him. 


LEY O Hoſ, Xiv. 3. =Y + Jer. XXI. 18, 19. 
bank . Thou 
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Thou haſt chaſtiſed me, and I was chaſtif. 
ed ; I feel thy hand and confeſs thy power, 
but alas, thy chaſtiſements have not pro- 
duced the deſired effect. So ſtupid and 
ignorant was 1, I was as a beaſt before 
ther; I felt thy rod, but I received not 
correction. As untractable as an unbroken 
bullock, untaught, unaccuſtomed to the 
yoke. I was chaſtiſed, and yet froward, 
thoughtleſs and inſenſible of danger, as that 
8 animal when led to the ſlaughter-houſe. 
: Now the backflider in heart begins to look 
e ierced Saviour, and mourn in bit- 
—_ as one that mourns for an only ſor, 
'S Now he hath no pleaſure in all the things 
| of which he is aſhamed: the very remem- 
brance of his OR 1s. bitterneſs to- 
him. | 

Filled with! his own way; fallen by * 
miquity ; aſhamed and confounded amidſt 
his reproach; every ſandy foundation ſap- 
ped ; every lying refuge ſwept away; what 
muſt the poor backſliding Ephraim do? 
Whither muſt he flee for relief? To whom 
mall he go; on whom ſhall. he call for 
help? Here he ſits and bemoans his wretch- 
ednefs/ and ſtupidity, and perhaps greatly 
queſtioning, whether there is yet mercy re- 
mains with the Higheſt fof him ; or if it is 
abe that ſuch a criminal may obtain 
pardon, 


But 


child, a pleaſant child, even after all his 


%. > 


- 


32 The Backs Warning, 

But he hears 3 in a tranſporting hour he 
hears the voice of mercy ' publiſhing the 
- gracious invitation, and calling of him by 
name . Return. thou. backfliding Ijrac!, 
| ſaith the Lord, and Iwill not cauſe: mine an- 
ger © to fall upon” qu for 1 am merci ful, 
ſaith the Lora, and I will not keep mine 
anger for ever. How pleaſant this invi- 
tation to the poor backſlider, trembling 
under the weight of his own ingratitude? 
But ſtill, to remove all doubts from 
Ephraim's boſom, the invitation is repeated 
yet in ſtronger terms f. Turn, O back. 
iding children, for I am married uno 
Jen. Amazing grace! Aſtoniſhing mer- 
cy! That Ephraim ſhould be owned as a 


backſlidings ! Yet ſo it is expreſsly declar- 
ed., Ephraim, my dear Son, à pleaſant 
child; for fince Fſpake againſt him, I 4 
earneſtly remember bim ſtill. Yea, as if the 
owning of Ephraim for a ſon were not ſut- 
ficient to encourage the trembling: back- 
flider to look up; a nearer, the neareſt of 
all, evem̃ a conjugal relation is pointed out 
as ſubſiſting. Return, for 1 am married 
to yo; 1 reſt in my love, and hate putting 
away, notwithſtanding ye have _ 'very 
treacherauſly with me. 2 


- Jer. i lite 12, 1 Jer. uv. 14. f Jer. xxxi. 20. 


But 
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But alas how can ſuch a ſinner return 
to him, ſuch a backſlider hope for favour? 


dy am aſhamed of my rags. and nakedneſs; 
el, helpleſs by reaſon ot my wounds and bro- 
n- ken bones. Gladly would I venture, yet 
Wl, I dread to approach his ſeat. | The voice of 
ine merey again is heard, a third time repeat - 
vi- ing the encouraging word, „ return ve 
ing backſliding children, £ will heal your backſti- 
le? dings.” This wins the heart, attracts the 


om ſoul to the way of his ſteps. Behold we 
ted come unto thee.” > Inſpires the ſoul with re · 


wk turning confidence. For thou art the 
unto Lord our G Dre 

ner- How: gracious, kind and condeſcending 
as a is out God, who knowing, that whatever 


| his encouragement might have been given to 
lar- dinners; the vileſt of ſinners in general, it 


ant would not have reached the poor backſhi- 
F do der's caſe, nor yielded comfort to a bemoan- 
the ig Ephraim, tenderly calls them by name, 
 ſuf- Bacihſliders; return to me, ye backſliders, 
ack- &c. Thus might the backſlider have rea- 
t of bned. What if reſt is proclaimed to 


the weary, liberty to / che captives, healing 
to the ſick, and pardon to the condemned? 
What is this to a backſlider in heart; a 
revolting rebel; an apoſtate? What is it all 
to a willful rebel; a ſinner daringly obfti. - 
nate; an apoſtate who has crucified again 

HOO) fer. iii. | 


tting 
very 


the 
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the Lord Jeſus Chriſt to himſelf; trampled 
on the blood of the covenant; and finned 
ſo grievouſly after ſuch illuminations ? 
Therefore what are they all to me ? But 
God to make his ſyſtem of grace compleat, 
is pleaſed to call the backflider in heart by 
bis own proper name, and openly avow his 
relation to him, notwithſtanding all his 
treachery and baſeneſs. 3 
When Jeſus ſent a general meſſage to his 
| diſciples, {informing them of his refurrec- 
tion, and mentioneth them in the groſs, as 
a collective body, tell my diſciples,” he 
was graciouſly pleaſed to fend a ſpecial mel- 
ſage to poor fallen Peter, whom he ten- 
derly mentions by name, tell Peter.” 
Amazing tenderneſs and love to a fallen 
diſciple; whoſe wounded fpirit ſtood in 
need of a ſpecial cordial; whoſe broken 
heart had occaſion for the balſam of life. 
Even ſo the kind, the bleſſed news of life 
and peace, through the blood of the Croſs, 
is pobliſhed to ſinners in general; but there 
is a ſpecial meſſage of love ſent to the poor 
backflider in perſon and by name : and 
pet I muſt account this ſame backſlider, of 
- all others, to be the very vileſt and hell- 
deſerving ſinner. f 
- This ſpecial invitation given to the back- 
lider, filled with his own ways, and la- 
menting his frowardneſs and rebellion, 
e brings 


- 


8 


The RAcksLIbzxs WARN NO. 35 


brings him to reſolve upon returning. 

1 % Came and let us return to the Lord, for 

5 we have fallen by our iniquity. He hath torn 

; #565 a lion in our way, becauſe of our = 
e 


t verſeneſs; and be will heal: us, becauſe of 
10 his own. mercy; for in bim the: fatherleſs, 
* the helpleſs, the outcaſts and periſhing find 
1 relief. He hath ſmitten us by his providence, 
and wounded us by the words of his 
is mouth, bt be will bind us up. He only is 
0 a phyſician to the wounded ſpirit; with 
wo him only is the ſovereign balſam that can 
he give life and vigour to the dying heart. 


neſ - 
= But how, alas, ſhall guilty Ephraim, the 
len backſlider in heart, return to the Lord ? 
in Wich what. ſhall he procure admittance 
ken into his fayour ? How ſhall he be juſtified 
life, wich God? JVberewithal ſhall I come befors 
> life e £474, and bow myſelf before the high 
at Cod? Shall I come before bim with burnt 
A, ere Hering, ith, calves of a hear old ? Mill 
the Lord be pleaſed with thouſands of rams, 


« Behold we come to thee, for thou art 
the Lord our God | 


« 


Fond with ren thouſand rivers of eil; Shall I gie 
er. of WM rst born for my tranſgreſſion, the fruit 
Ih. el. N body for the fin of my ſoul? * No 


Ephraim, no, this is not the way of peace. 
back- He will take no bullock out of thy hauſe, nor 
nd la-. get out of thy fold; for every beaſt of 
ellion, Mich. vi. 6, 34. 

bring ... | the 


| 
| 
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and leſs expenſive way T. Take with you 


take away all iniguity, receive us graciouſly, 
Miders ſuch as thyſelf. Say unto him, ale 
- promiſe, for I cannot ſubdue my ſinfulneſs. 


words, that he might make peace with his 
. offended F ather J. I will ariſe, ſaid be, 


the foreſt is his, and the cattle on a tbouſand 
hills. If be were hungry be would not tell 
thee, for the earth and all its fulneſs is his. 
Hill thy God eat the flelb of bulls, or drink 
the blood of goats? ® 

Thy God himſelf; God 2cainſt whom 
thou haſt grievouſly ſinned, kindly conde- 
ſcends to put thee on a more acceptable, 


words, and turn to the Lord; ſay to him, 


fo: will we render to thee the calves of our 
lips. Take with you words, the words of 
his gracious invitation, and promiſe to back- 


away all iniquity, according to . thine own 


Take with you words of confeſſion. The 
returning prodigal took with him thoſe 


aud ga to my Father, and will ſay unto him, 
Father 1 * finncd againſt Heaven, and be- 
farethee. J am no more-worthy to be called 
thy Sen.” Go thou and do fo likewiſe |. 
Only acknowledge thine iniquity, that thou baſt 
tranſgreſſed againſt the Lord thy God, and haf 
aot obeyed my voice, Jaith be Lord. 


* Pal: I. g, 10. 12, 13. .. +. Hoſ. xiy. 2. 
_ Luke x 18, 19. Jer. 24, 13. 


 Ephraim's 
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- s trembling voice and faulter- 
ing ſpeech. indicates his approaching exal- 
tation. His idols are caſt off; the prodi- 
gal hath forſaken the flies of the ſwine, and 
now returns to his Jong forſaken father; 
ſometimes encouraging an hope of accep- 
tance, at others overwhelmed with deſpon- 
dency and fear. With dull and heavy 
0 pace, with a cloudy and dejected counte- 
nance, he paſſeth on as his fechleneſs will 
ly, ſuffer him. When che diſtraction of his 
our mind will let him, meduating on, how he 
of may lay himſelf low enough at the feet of 
ck - his father; when, to his aſtoniſhment and 
ale confuſion, he fees his tender father run- 
n ning up to meet, and in an extacy of joy 
eſs. embracing and careſſing him whth alt the 
ardour of paternal affection. .* What, 
hoſe Ephraim, my dear ſon Ephraim, my 
his pleaſant child! I do earneſtly remember 


| be, thee ſtill, my ſon! My bowels are troy- + 
him, bled for thy diſtreſſing circumſtances; 
d be- but 1 will. ſurely have mercy on thee, 
alled faith the Lon p“ I will heal thy  back- 


lidings; 1 will love thee freely, for mine 
anger is turned away from thee . 
Gratitude now {wells the boſom of the 
overjoyed prodigal; Ephraim reſtored. to 
the embraces of his God, without any up- 
braiding for bis paſt irregularities and 
folly, can no longer be filent in the prailgs- 


V Jer, xxxi. 20. 1 Hoſ. xiv. 4. 
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_ of grace. O, my God! L will praiſe thee, 


for although thou waſt angry with me, and 
ſmoteſt me, | thine anger is now turned 
away, and thou comforteſt me“. 
Paternal affection cannot ſtifle its ar- 
dour. It muſt diſcover itſelf in freſh. ca- 
reſſes of the newly returned ſon. Take 
away theſe filthy garments which deform 
my child; put upon him the beſt robe, put 
a ring on his hand, and ſhoes on his feet. 
Bring hither the fatted calf and kill; and 
let us eat and be merry. For this my ſon 
Ephraim, whom you all gave up as dead, 
is now returned from his idols to the houſe 
of his father; he who was once loſt to a 
ſenſe of ſname, is now found in the way of 
duty and 'privilegeF. Oh Ephraim, my 
fon, I will be as the dew unto thee; thou 
alt vet grow as the lilly, and ſpread forth 
thy roots as Lebanon. I will cauſe thy 
branches to ſpread, thy beauty to become 
as the olive-tree, and thy fmell as Leba- 
non. Thou ſhalt revive as the corn, and 
grow as the vine, and thy ſcent ſhall be as 
the wine of Lebanon. | 
To conclude, I am aware that freewillers, 
enemies to the grace of Chriſt, will by no 
means reliſh. the manner in which 1 have 
handled this ſubject ; ſuppoſing that threat- 
"© Iſaiah xii. 1. + Luke xv. compared with Hel, 
xv. | 
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enings of eternal damnation are neceſſary 


to awe the believer into a continuance of 
well doing. But I would aſk every ſerious 
perſon, whether he is as much affected by 
threatenings of that nature, as he is from 


the meer apprehenſion of being left to fall 
into fin, to the wounding of his own ſoul, 
and diſhonour of religion? And if the lat- 
ter is found to be the cafe, I hope I ſhall 
be juſtified in handling the ſubject juſt as 
it lies before me in ſcripture. n 
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